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‘One name is too many’: New numbers paint bleak picture 


As Alameda County marks Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day, the first-ever homeless 
mortality numbers paint a harrowing picture of overdoses, murders, and suicides. 


By Ariel Boone 


AT noon on Tuesday, December 
21, the shortest, darkest day of the 
year, Alameda County Healthcare for 
the Homeless held a virtual vigil for 
National Homeless Persons’ Memorial 
Day, one of hundreds of such events 
that took place across the country to 
honor the lives that are lost on the 
street. The ceremony began with 
Oakland educator and singer Marilyn 
Reynolds performing the spiritual 
“Swing Low,” and it concluded with 
a moment of silence and the ringing 
of a bell. Around 80 people joined 
the Zoom gathering, where speakers 
shared names and stories of unhoused 
people who lost their lives in 2021. 
The ceremony was digitally candlelit: 
each speaker’s face was framed with a 
background image of a sea of flaming 
tealights. 
The speaker list mostly comprised 
medical providers, service provid- 
ers, and county workers. Those who 
spoke shared their grief and expressed 
that our society has failed unhoused 
people. 
At the event, David Modersbach, 
grants manager for Alameda Coun- 
ty Health Care for the Homeless 
(ACHCH), presented initial findings 
from the county’s new and extensive 
report on homeless mortality, pre- 
pared by ACHCH in collaboration 
with county epidemiologists with 
CAPE (Community Assessment Plan- 
ning and Evaluation). 


Using a massive list of every person 
who died in the county from 2018 


Alastair Boone 


Modersbach says that at least 809 houseless people died in Alameda county 


between 2018 and 2020. 


through 2020, Modersbach and his 
team have painstakingly combed 
through each name, comparing each 
person with Homeless Management 
Information System (HMIS) records, 
coroner’s reports, and death records, 
to determine each individual’s hous- 
ing status at the time of their passing 
and their cause of death. 

This year is the first time in history 
that Alameda County has conducted 
a review of homeless deaths. Other 
counties have also struggled to keep 


data about deaths on the streets, 


My teacher lives on a bench 


COMMENTARY 
By Janny Castillo 


Tus photo is of an elder who 
lives outside on a bench in front of a 
senior affordable housing building. 
She’s been known to sit on this bench 
all day, curling up in her blankets at 
night to sleep. | 

She speaks to passersby and when 
her disease gets the best of her, she 
shouts out in 
anguish and 


an umbrella, a tarp and a tent. The 
tent and the umbrella were stolen 
quickly, but last time I saw her, she 
had draped the tarp over the bench 
for protection. 
This beautiful elder is my teacher. 
In other parts of the world, she 
may be considered holy because of 
her ability to sit in the same place for 
so long. In other parts of the world, 
she may attract visitors who would 
sit at her feet, asking her to share the 
secrets of the 
universe like 


Hy ag ‘This beautiful elder is my how a 
‘ treat 
She eaves tot teacher. Inother parts “,. 
short periods of the world, she may be But in this 
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and watching 
the world from 
her bench. 
During the October storm when 
it rained for two straight days, my 
daughter became extra worried about 
her so she called the police in hopes 
that someone would come with an 
offer of shelter. The police came in the 
pouring rain, tapped her on the head 
and left. Days later, someone brought 


place for so long’ 


poor homeless 
woman, resis- 
tant to services 


- because her illness and her experience 


won't let her trust the system or trust 
the people the system sends to help 
her. In this part of the world, there is 
a good chance she may die where she 
lives; outside alone. 

In the age of cell phones, Netflix, 
and social media I am bombarded 
with brain noise. I can’t sit still for 


though San Francisco began to con- 
duct a similar manual mortality-anal- 
ysis process starting with data in 2016. 
But before now, Alameda County of- 
ficials had no idea exactly how many 
people were dying on the streets in 
the East Bay, or how. This effort by 
ACHCH has been years in the mak- 
ing, and will go a long way toward 
illuminating the nuances of the crisis 


of homelessness in the county—and 
help identify solutions. 


Until now, media has relied on data 
from the coroner’s office to track the 


deaths of unhoused people in Ala- 


«« meda County. This.data is maintained 


by law enforcement employees under 
the jurisdiction of the Alameda Coun- 
ty Sheriff. Their records shine a light 

on some homeless deaths, including . 


_ accidents, suicides, and some over- 


doses. But they only capture a small 
part of the picture. The office does 
not reliably record or investigate an 
individual’s housing status. Their data - 
is insufficient and incomplete. 

“How does a responsible commu- 
nity respect the lives and deaths of its 
members?” Modersbach asked at the 
memorial. “We do this by acknowl- 
edging, documenting, and learning 
from the deaths of all of its members, 
especially those most disadvantaged 
and vulnerable. 

“We must register and learn from 
every homeless death. We have to give 
value and meaning to every life and 
death, to work to prevent every pre- 
ventable death, and to provide solace 
and peace needed by those who die.” 

Ultimately, Modersbach and his 
collaborators identified 809 deaths of 
unhoused people in Alameda County 
in 2018, 2019, and 2020. The numbers 
increased each year: In 2019, 51 more 
houseless people died than in 2018. In 
2020, there were 100 more deaths than 
there were in 2019. : 

The new data also revealed numbers 
of people who died after moving off 


the street and into housing. Mod- 


ersbach’s team discovered that 250 
recently homeless people who had 


Too many continues on page 11 


Janny Castillo 


Castillo’s ‘teacher,’ sitting peacefully on an Oakland bench. 


several minutes without pulling out 
my phone, jumping on email, check- 
ing text messages, and Facebook. I 
can be in the most beautiful of places 
and around those I love dearly, but 
instead, like many of us, I choose to be 
absorbed in a screen. 

My teacher makes me put my phone 
down, and take in the world around 
me, the trees, the butterfly, the bird 
in flight, and to consider the value of 
engaging with people: those I love, 


and those I have yet to meet. 

I may not be able to help my teacher 
out of homelessness, but I know that 
through my work at St. Mary’s Center 
she motivates me to help those I can. 


Janny Castillo is the Director of Commu- 
nity Outreach and Services at St. Mary’s 
Center. 
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A note on our cover and the year ahead 


‘The images you see were cut from old issues of this 
newspaper spanning decades, the earliest from 1999 
and the latest from just last month.’ 


COMMEN TARY 
By Alastair Boone 


IN 2021, as the pandemic 
crashed into its second year 
and sales of this newspaper 
dropped lower than they had 
been in years, I set out to collect 
all the old issues of Street Spirit I 
could find and build an archive. 
With the future feeling shaky, I 
wanted to make sure that there 


my friend Gemma, I reached 
out to people who have been in 
the East Bay a while, and who (I 
hoped) would have old papers 
stored away. 

Each time we turn up a new 
issue, I spend some time flip- 
ping through its pages. This 
process has been humbling, 
because so many of the stories 
have not changed. On the front 
page of the very first Street Spirit 
(March 1995) the headline reads 


cate, artist, and lawyer Osha 
Neumann, is about a new ordi- 
nance that made it illegal to sit 
within six feet of a building in a 
commercial zone. 

“Neither the penal code nor 
the Berkeley municipal code 
sections should rightly apply to 
someone peacefully occupying 
a public sidewalk,” Neumann 
writes. “But who cares,” he con- 
tinues, lamenting the new laws. 


This story feels so familiar. 


would be a record of the years Just two months ago in Novem- 


of history that have been cap- 
tured in these pages. Alongside 


“The new poor laws: is it illegal 
to be homeless in Berkeley?” 
The article, written by advo- 


eerie: Note continues on page 12 


Emergency winter shelter and warming resources 


The table below, produced by Alameda County Healthcare for the Homeless, contains information 
about emergency winter shelters and warming centers. Consult this table if you are looking for a 
winter shelter bed or a place to keep warm during the day. 


Alameda County - Winter Emergency Shelter Resources Winter 2021-2022 


= Seg =r a SESS Gere ea emrcenreceararessernoeeee ems easeraeereerereeeseeneeeee ice Be TUN OL 


Program 


Location | DatesOpen | Capac- Availability Referral Process | Eligibility | Requirements  Conack 
Name - - | ity Notification L i S | | | 
f Seasonal Winter Shelter: Open every night during winter months / 
Village of 431 Stardust Shelter | 7 beds Call 510-995-8936 | Call. 510-995-8936 Warming Shelter opens * | Winter shelter is open 7 days a week Sam-Spm call 510-995-3936 510-9395- | 
Love, | Place, Open, shelter 12/27/21, open Monday & for information; 7 beds é Sema ae 
Alameda Alameda CA Warming Thursdays 5pm-7am; Open if Warming Shelter opens 12/27/21 located at Christ Church 1700 [ 
510-995- Shelter temp below 42 degrees or Santa Clara Ave, Alameda, open Mon.& Thursday; or when raining 
8936 opens 12/27 al raining or below 42 degrees. 
East Oakland | 7515 Open 10 beds First-come, first Targeted to Adults Able to conduct activities of daily living, able to communicate (510) 532- 
Community International | through April expan- served starting at homeless adults in No Pets; verbally or in writing, no history of arson, no registered sex 3211 
Project Blvd, Oakland sion 5pm. East Oakland; offenders. 
Crossroads 532-3211 during oe First-come, first- Check-in before 5 pm. Dinner served at 5 pm 
OE winter served; : 
City of No Winter N/A N/A Call 510-574-2222 N/A {510) 574- 
Fremont Shelter 2021- City of Fremont Call 510-574-2222 for City of Fremont Homeless Services info 2222. - 
2022 
San Leandro No Winter N/A N/A Info: Building Futures Winter Lunch Program: 510-686- 
Shelter 2021- Outreach Building Futures ® Monday: 15401 Hesperian Blvd San Leandro 12-2:15pm 2332 
2022 Services by 510-686-2322 * Wednesday 200 Marina Blvd San Leandro 12-2:15pm 
Building ® Friday 1105 Bancroft Ave San Leandro 12-2:15pm 
Futures Lunch, Outreach Teams for housing related needs and supplies le 
First 2490 Grove Currently 50 cots Call FirstPres Winter Cohort Model’ Adult Men and Women (18+); Please only enter on the Grove Way entrance. 510-634- 
Presbyterian Ave/Redwoo’ | open through Shelter: Guests Peete able fo care for Bese opens ccen atherieccivet: chect in Gus at Som: 4750 
Church of d Rd May 2022 call first for themselves (i.e. transfer, toilet, i i sels 
: a ee 5 Bagged breakfast served. Must be off property by 7am. 
Hayward in Castro Valley availability eat, and dress}; Pets okay if they 
Castro Valley 510-581- 510-634-4750 are on leash or in a crate Basdibiiniicpark aed live wi your esr onsite. 
6203 M-F 10-4pm a 
South New Bridges Currently 18 mats Call South Hayward Cohort Model Adult Men and Women (18+}; Doors open 6:30pm, dinner is served. Check-in ends at 8pm. 510-634- 
Hayward Pres.Church | open through Parish Winter : Guests must be able to care for Bagged breakfast & lunch served. Must exit by 7am. 2229 
Winter 27287 Patrick May 2022 Shelter: themselves (i.e. transfer, toilet, 
Warming Ave call first for eat, and dress}; No pets 
Shelter ee availability 
510-785-3663 
510-634-2229 
St. Vincent St. Vincent de 45 beds | -Call 510-638-7600 Not a Winter Adults and Couples Doors open at 6pm until 8am. Walk-in only on a first-come-first- 5 10-638- 
~ DePaul Paul Peseiiste = eae # : Shelter but open 7 served basis, please call 510-638-7600 for more information. 7600 
- + “Community 675-23 Street =} -— days a week 
Center & Oakland. —” Community Center is open for showers, meals, laundry, clothing. 


Shelter Se ae Tuesday-Saturday 9:00am-3:00pm 


Please send any corrections or edits to Alameda County Health Care for the Homeless Program: achch @acgov.org 
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SEIU 2015 to enter negotiations for new contract, increased pay 


LABOR NEWS 
By Zack Haber 


SEIU 2015, the union that rep- 
resents the over 21,000 caretakers 
who work for Alameda County’s 
In-Home Supportive Services (IHSS), 
will be starting negotiations for a new 
contract early next year that they hope 
will ensure a 20-dollar-an-hour wage 
and improved access to healthcare for 
its members. 

“Alameda is one of the most expen- 
sive places to live in the Bay Area,” 
said Lupe Martinez, who is SEIU 
2015’s chief negotiator. “In order to 
provide their essential services, our 
members need to be able to have the 
proper wages to live here.” 

SEIU 2015 sees their proposed wage 
increase as a way of reducing the 
wage gap across gender and racial 
lines. Across California, 81% of IHSS 
caretakers are women and 74% are 
people of color. 

THSS caretakers support those who 
are disabled or over 65 years old, and 
who are also unable to live at home 
safely without help. Typical duties 
include cooking, cleaning, giving out 
medications, helping with grocery 
shopping and showering, and taking 
clients to doctor’s appointments. 

“People do in-home care work be- 
cause they love the people,” said Allen 
Whitfield, a lifelong Oakland resident 
who’s now in his 60s and works as a 
caretaker for two clients. “It’s definite- 
ly not for the pay. 

Currently, Alameda County [HSS 


caretakers make an hourly wage of 
$15.75. Starting next year, their wage 


will increase to $16.75. The union 
plans to ask for a contract that allows 
all its members to make at least 20 
dollars an hour by 2024. They’ve been 
circulating a petition, which almost 
12,000 people have signed so far, call- 
ing for all California caretakers to get 
this wage increase. 

Whitfield likes his job, and says he’s 
“all for being there for people who 


‘Zac 


Alameda County IHSS caretaker Allen Whitfield (left) sits next to his moth- 
er, Charlene Smith (left), who is also his caretaking client, in her apartment 
complex in Union City. Whitfield and other caretakers in the SEIU 2015 union 
are preparing to ask for a $20 wage and expanded access to healthcare in their 


new contract. 


need help, especially the underdog.” 
With the current rate of pay, though, 
he can’t afford to rent his own apart- 
ment. Even renting a room in a house 
with roommates is so expensive that 
he often has to do odd jobs over the 
weekend to pay his bills. He regularly 
gets opportunities for steady work in 
other places for a higher salary, but 
he doesn’t take the work for one key 
reason. 

“The only reason I don’t take other 
work,” Whitfield said. “Is that it 
would get in the way of taking care of 
my mom.” 

Like many, but not all, [HSS care- 
takers, Whitfield’s clients are family 
members. In addition to caring for his 
mother, one of his distant relatives is 
also a client. Although on paper Whit- 
field works a little under 30 hours a 
week, he says he spends well over 40 
hours a week caring for his mother 
and his distant relative. 


According to Lupe Martinez, Whit- 
field’s experience is common among 
THSS workers. She says that many 
clients’ need for care often far exceeds 
the amount of hours that the county 
allots them to hire a paid caretaker. As 
a result, many caretakers, and not just 
those who work for family mem- 
bers, work extra hours off the books 
because they want to be there for their 
clients who often have no one else to 


turn to. 
“Tf you see someone badly in need 
of care services,” she said. “You’re 


going to want to help them.” 

“It’s an endless job because most of 
the time [clients] need more care than 
the hours provided,” said Whitfield. 

The extra unpaid work sometimes 
makes the job unsustainable. In the 
mid 2010s, Whitfield had another cli- 
ent who was blind and needed a lot of 
extra care. But Whitfield couldn’t get 
enough on the book hours to afford 


er 


to be able to keep him as a client. The 
blind man has a new caretaker now, 
and he keeps in touch with Whitfield 
as a friend by calling him occasional- 
ly. While looking back on the forced 
separation, Whitfield described it as 
“kind of heartbreaking.” 

Partly due to the reality that care- 
takers work off-the-book hours, SEIU 
2015 wants to change how the county 
provides healthcare for themselves. 
The county currently requires that all 
THSS caretakers have at least 80 on the 
book hours per month to qualify for 
healthcare benefits. According to Mar- 
tinez, many caretakers work well over 
80 hours a month, but don’t receive 
healthcare, because much of those 
hours are off the books. As a result, 
many caretakers are effectively work- 
ing a full-time job with no healthcare 
benefits. To help with this problem, 
SEIU 2015 wants a contract that would 
lower the minimum hours caretakers 
would need to work per month to 
qualify for such benefits. 

This reporter called the Alameda 
County’s Administration Office and 
emailed that office detailed questions 
about how IHSS hours are allocated 
to clients and if the county plans to 
expand healthcare coverage and/or 
provide a 20-dollar-an-hour wage in 
the new contract, but was met with no 
response. 

Although Whitfield is committed to 
taking care of his clients, he feels the 
wage he makes from the county as.a 
caretaker, as well as the lack of appro- 
priate hours, is unfair and that the low 
pay “keeps people in poverty.” 

“We just don’t get paid enough for 
the job that we do and the care that’s 
needed,” he said. “I don’t think we’re 
valued at all.” 


This article originally appeared on the 
author's Medium account, in the Oakland 
Post, and on the Post News Group's web- 
site. Zack Haber is a poet and journalist 
who lives in West Oakland. 


Why aren’t CA stimulus checks 
automatically given to the poor? jg 


COMMENTARY 
By Jack Bragen 


To my dismay, I’ve 
missed out on at least 
one California stimu- 
lus check, because the 
amount I’ve earned at 
writing has been well 
below an amount that 
requires a tax return. A 
family member advised 
me not to do a tax return 
because they felt that I’d 
be opening yet another 
Pandora’s Box of trou- 
bles. A different family 
member advised that I 
report my income, even 
though it is well below a 
reportable amount. 

I believe it is unfair 
that those who are de- 
prived of the privilege of 
earning their living are 


additionally deprived of 
stimulus money. Peo- 
ple who can’t work or 
who can’t get hired are 
worthy human beings, 
as much as are CEOs of 
mega corporations. It is 
not necessarily our own 
turpitude that makes us 
unable to have profes- 
sional employment. 

Those who have had 
Ivy League educations 
often consider them- 
selves to be intrinsically 
superior, and well de- 
serving of the economic 
and social privileges 
they have. They feel 
very entitled. Many 
would not give a dollar 
to a homeless person 
starving on the street, 
even if well within their 
ability. 

The Biden Adminis- 


tration and the Newsom 


Administration have tar- 


geted stimulus money 
toward those who work. 
The presumption seems 
to be that disabled peo- 
ple would misuse the 
money or should just 
not have it. Those who 
are living on the edge 
because they rely on So- 


cial Security could better 
-our life circumstances in 


a substantial way with a 
stimulus check—in fact, 
we are the people who 
need that money the 
most. 

Firstly, the problem 
that politicians face is 
that it is unpopular to 
give money to those of 


us who don’t have a job. 


Secondly, those who 
collect Disability proba- 
bly won’t donate to any 


Victor Arnautoff 


“The heartless rich,” an image from the December 2010 Street Spirit. 


political campaign, and 
many are less likely to 
vote. Thus, politicians 
do not court popularity 
with us. 

Kudos and thanks to 
Biden and Newsom for 
the cost-of-living adjust- 
ments, that will help us 


Yet, if I could have 


received more stimulus 
checks, I’d be in a better 
position to improve on 
my circumstances in 

my life. I’d like to see 
politicians stop discrim- 
inating based on disabil- 
ity—which is essentially 
a lot! what they’re doing—in 
their decisions of who 


gets a check and who 
doesn’t. 


Jack Bragen lives in Mar- 
tinez with his wife, Joanna 
Bragen, and sells books 
that might interest you on 
LULU.com. 
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Stallings sells the newspaper outside of Berkeley Bowl, one of her usual spots. 
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Vinola Stallings: Getting back on track 


By Sabrina Armaghan Kharrazi 


IF there were ever a person who 
embodied relentless curiosity and per- 
sistence, it would be lifelong Oakland 
resident Vinola Stallings. Anyone who 
has encountered her selling Street Spir- 
it knows that Vinola means business. 
An unhoused woman with several 
part-time jobs across the Bay, she often 
travels from Berkeley to Fairfax with 


all her belongings. She lines them up 
beside her as she patiently flags down 


Berkeley Bowl patrons and asks if 
they would like to purchase a paper. 


“Some people, you have to ask 
them, because it looks like a lot of 
them have tunnel vision and they’re 
thinking about what they need to do 
in the store,” shared Stallings. “Some- 
times it seems like they need to be 
reminded that ‘hey I’m here, here’s 
a paper—you may be interested in 
it,” but [their] mind is just focused on. 
something else.” 

In the 20 years that Vinola has been 
unhoused, she has worked hard to 
develop her time management and 
organizational skills as well as her 
involvement and investment into her 
community. 

Stallings was born and raised on 
Church Street in East Oakland un- 
til she was seven. At that point, her 
family began moving between several 
Oakland neighborhoods until they 
found a house on Wentworth Avenue 
when she was nine. She lived with 
her sister and two half brothers, and 
her mom, Suzanne Warfield. Warf- 
ield, also a lifelong Oakland resident, 
worked as a nursing assistant until 
she had to retire to take care of Vino- 
la’s grandmother. Vinola remembers 
her neighborhoods being quiet and 
very solitary. 

After having her daughter Shonte’ 
at 18 years old, Stallings went on to 
work as a nursing assistant and an at 


home caretaker. She worked in this 
profession for years until her nursing 
assistant clientele dried up and she 
was Officially let go in 1998. Stallings 
was supported by her mother and 
other immediate family members for a 
handful of years before she reached a 
point where her best option was going 
to a shelter. 

“I had this still independent kind 
of mind back then—like I could go to 


work and pay my rent—but in reality 
I don’t have a job, I had nowhere to 


live,” Stallings recounted. “I still had 


it in my mind that I was independent, ° 


because I had been independent for 
years.” 

For several years she cycled be- 
tween shelters, which she said were 
far from ideal in terms of being able 
to secure a job, support herself, and 
move towards earning a consistent 
living wage. During her time mov- 
ing between shelters and temporary 
housing, she struggled to grasp her 
new reality. 

“Tt was hard for me—the idea of 
being homeless with no job—to have 
it sink in. I would leave when things 
weren't right in the shelter and then 
realize I had to go back because I 
didn’t have anyone to stay with,” said 
Stallings. “You can get in a rut like 
that and time just keeps going by.” 

During her time shelter-hopping, 


she struggled to apply to and main- 
tain jobs due to the conditions of liv- 
ing and working from group shelters, 
as well as a growing gap in her work 
history. 

“I realized that I didn’t have the 
tools that I needed. I didn’t have refer- 
ences and I didnt have a recent work 
history,” said Stallings. | 

These days, Vinola avoids shelters 
when she can. Instead she splits her 
time between riding the bus and sav- 
ing up to book hotel rooms, with the 
goal of building points for free stays 
in the future. She feels that this ar- 
rangement has enabled her to seek out 
consistent and reliable work, allowing 
her to begin building her work expe- 
rience, her resume, and her income. 
Her ultimate goal is to move toward 
securing quality, reliable housing to 
share with her daughter and grand- 
children one day. - 

When it comes to finding a job, 
Stallings has had a few promising 
successes. In August of 2019 she began 
working regularly with the Down- 
town Streets Team (DST) and taking 
on regular shifts completing street 
cleaning and beautification projects. 
Through DST, Vinola has been able to 
receive a basic needs stipend, work 
references, and case management. 
Soon after securing her job with 
DST, Stallings applied for an on-call 


Sabrina Armaghan Kharrazi 


Stallings writes the names down of people who have helped her on her jour- 


ney to employment. 


position cleaning shelter suites at 

St. Vincent de Paul, and also started 
receiving house cleaning jobs through 
Nextdoor—the neighborhood-based 
social networking app. The house- 
cleaning was going well until she real- 
ized her government-provided phone 
was not reliable enough to enable her 
to be a good employee. This specifical- 
ly became an issue when she made the 
effort of distributing flyers advertising 


her cleaning services for hire with her 
Phone number listed as a reference, 


but could not reliably make or receive 
calls 

Vinola then began work as a Street 
Spirit vendor as well. She enjoys the 
opportunity her work has provided to 
spend more time in Berkeley and oth- 
er culturally diverse areas of the Bay. 
During her childhood, Stallings noted 
that her neighborhood lacked the 
sense of cultural diversity, communi- 
ty, and exchange due to the heavily 
segregated nature of the Bay Area. She 
cites her own family’s lack of struc- 
ture, support, and kinship during her 
childhood as a contributing factor to 
her homelessness, as well as having so 
few family members with whom she 
could stay when she first lost her job 
and in the years since. 

“If I were close to people [family] 
and knew them and was raised with 
them, maybe I wouldn’t be in this 
homeless situation when I didn’t have 
a job,” said Stallings. “That’s a harsh 
realization—it takes time to get to 
know people.” 

Under that guiding principle, she is 
driven by the goal of reuniting with, 
and providing for, her family. She is 
exceptionally proud of her daughter 
Shonte’ for her educational pursuits 
and success, as well as her grand- 
daughters Brejae’ and Sole’ and her 
niece Eeshanna for their commitment 
to school and their good grades. 


Street Spirits is a monthly feature in 
which a Street Spirit vendor, or someone 
who lives on the street, tells us their story. 
Sabrina Armaghan Kharrazi is a grad- 
uate student at UC Berkeley's School of 


- Journalism and a former staff member of 


the Women’s Daytime Drop-In Center in 
Berkeley. 
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Art Hazlewood 


10 ways to 
support Street | 
Spirit in the new | 


year 


By Alastair Boone 


THIS newspaper is an. 


invitation. First it is an 
invitation to talk to each 
other. For the vendor, 
to build relationships 
with potential custom- 
ers. For the reader, to 
learn a little bit about 
the person selling the 
paper. This requires a 
flesh and blood interac- 
tion: getting up, wan- 
dering down the street, 
making eye contact. It is 
an opportunity to meet 
someone different from 
you, no matter which 
side of the paper you're 
on. 

Then it is an invita- 
tion to read. To hold 
a real thing in your 
hands and open it up. 
Maybe you struggle a 
littlke—the wind blows 
. and it rips; you get ink 


on your hands. Never- 
mind, the stories will be 
the same. Scan through 
the pages and choose 
the one that looks best. 
Maybe also read the one 
nextdoor (your eyes are 
over there anyway and, 
let’s be honest, the pag- 
es are big and difficult 


to turn). 


Any story you choose 
will bring you into 
somebody’s life. It 
doesn’t matter if it’s po- 
etry, an essay, or news. 
People are at the core of 
everthing you will find 
here: People like the 
vendor who sold you 
the paper, like the ones 
we interview, like those 
who write and edit each 
story. People like you. 

Street Spirit is a com- 
munity exercise from 
the ground up. Here 
are 10 ways you can 
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Help Street Spirit grow! Here are ten ways you can get involved in 2022 and beyond. 


support our work this 
holiday season. Starting 
at number 10: 

10. Tell businesses 
that you love Street Spir- 
it. Ask a manager or tell 
the clerk how much you 
love having a vendor in 
front of the businesses 
that you frequent. It 
makes a big difference 
for vendors to feel a 
sense of belonging in 
our community. 

9. Become a Street 
Spirit ambassador and 


help spread the word. 
Blast your support on 
social media. Next time 
you buy a paper, ask if 
you can take a photo 
with the vendor to post 
online. (A cute photo 
of your face next to the 
paper would be just as 
good.) Be creative and 
let your social network 
know what Street Spirit 
is and why people 
should support our 
project. 

8. Organize your com- 


munity to buy the pa- 
per. Hassle your friends 
to carry cash. Buy an 
additional copy and 
introduce us to at least 
one friend or co-worker 
this month. Turning 
your peer network on 
to Street Spirit is one of 
the best ways you can 
support us. 

7. READ THE PAPER! 
We work really: hard on 
it. Each piece helps illu- 
minate the experience 
of homelessness from 


the perspective of those 
most impacted. (News- 
print also makes good 
bedding for your lizard, 
but please read at least 
a few stories first.) © 

6. Share your favorite 
stories on social media. 
We work with a ton of 
very talented writers 
who put hours of work 
into their stories. Our 
essays and poetry are 


10 ways continues on 
page 12 


Garbage pickup gone wrong: 


COMMENTARY 
By Berkeley Copwatch 


Every week the City of Berkeley 
comes to houses and apartments to 
pick up garbage, emptying the des- 
ignated trash bins and driving away. 
What if, instead of just collecting 
garbage outside, they came into your 
home to take items they thought you 
didn’t need? What if your weekly gar- 
bage collectors were escorted by two 
police officers who stood at your door 
while employees from Public Works 
came and took things from your 
home? Maybe one week, they take 
your favorite chair. The next week, 
they take your bedding and clothes. 
They try to convince you to give up 
items— do you really need more than 
one coffee cup? If you’re not home 
when they arrive and no one is there 
to witness or speak up, they may take 
even more. Everything, your belong- 
ings, are thrown in a dump truck and 
crushed. Where would you turn? How 
can you report a theft when it’s the 
city and police taking your belong- 
ings? 

Some people don’t noe to imag- 
ine. This is the reality every week for 
Berkeley residents living in vehicles 
and tents on our streets. City employ- 
ees who are supposed to be provid- 
ing a service by coming to remove 
garbage—garbage that residents very 
much want removed—are instead de- 
stroying property, and in the process, 
eroding trust with residents. Berkeley 
Copwatchers have documented these 
“cleanings” at a West Berkeley un- 
housed community over the last year, 
though this practice is all too familiar 
to unsheltered residents across Berke- 


Bella Eeriel 


A cooler full of food and cooking supplies is trashed during an encampment 


sweep in October. 


ley. We have documented entire tents, 
clean blankets, chairs, and food items 
crunched in the dumpster. We have 
documented Berkeley Police officers 
cutting ties for tents and tarps, which 
is outside their job description and 
leaves residents with their remaining 
belongings exposed to the weather. 
Even when residents have stepped 
away to the bathroom for less than 
two minutes, their belongings have 
been trashed. 

The City is so concerned with these 
areas being “unsightly,” yet at the 
same time, it has not provided dump- 
ster services for these communities 
despite their repeated requests. 

In 2018, the voters of Berkeley 
passed Measure P, which was intend- 
ed to fund “navigation centers, mental 
health support, rehousing and other 


services for the homeless, including 
homeless seniors and youth.” Instead, 
this tax is now being used to fund the 
“Homeless Response Team,” using 

a budget of $938,966 to pay for two 
Berkeley Police officers and three 
Public Works employees, as well as 
liaisons from the City Manager’s 
Office and a dump truck, to “clean 
up” the homes of unhoused Berkeley 
residents. 

How can our city help unsheltered 
residents improve their living con- 
ditions when we waste tax dollars 
meant to house people on destroy- 
ing their property instead? When 
you think of “services,” is this what 
you think of? We all want a safe and 
healthy city, but it cannot be obtained 
at the cost of violating people’s civil 
rights. This is about respect, and 


Berkeley's Homeless Response Team 


treating people with dignity. Unshel- 
tered Berkeley residents are drastically 
underserved when it comes to mental 
health and physical health care, food 
access, employment, housing stabiliz- 
ing resources, and material survival 
support. . 

If you are frustrated by this Blatant 
misuse of taxpayer dollars, contact the 
City Manager’s Office and your City 
Council Member to let them know 
Measure P funds should be used 


_ to get people housed. Housing is a 


necessity, and in the long run, it could 
save the City millions. — 

The lack of affordable housing in 
California has been a mounting crisis 
for years. Now, the number of people 
sleeping outside, in doorways, tents, 
RV’s, and cars is increasing, exacerbat- - 
ed by a global pandemic. Our commu- 
nity must be united and demand real 
equitable access to resources, health, 
and safety for all Berkeley residents. 
This is not an issue that can be swept 
away any longer. pees is a Human 
Right. 

Watch the original vide, on the 
Berkeley Copwatch YouTube channel: 
“Garbage Pickup Gone Wrong” 

Get active. Be aware. Refuse to be 
abused. 


Berkeley Copwatch is an all-volunteer 
organization with the goal of reducing 
police violence through direct observa- 
tion, and holding police accountable for 
their actions. Formed in 1990, they seek 
to educate the public about their rights, 
police conduct in the Berkeley community, 


_ and issues related to the role of police in 


our society at large. For more information 
visit www.berkeleycopwatch.org 
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Lockdown food: eating the same bag meal day after day 
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FIRST-PERSON 
By Brian Hindson 


A prison lockdown can occur for 
various reasons, and can last from just 
a few hours to the worst-case scenario 


REPEAT OF NON DANY 


peanut butter. 
Recently, we got lucky and started 


receiving hot lunches on the third day 


at our doors. In a medium or higher 
security institution, they’re brought to 
your cell. 


LUNGH (on sTyRIreAM rang) 
Let 0066 /BUNS - TATE RTErs 
LOOKE- BAKED BEANS 


of the COVID-19 pandemic. Accord- 


ing to the Bureau of Prison’s policy, 


they have to give you a hot meal by 
the third day if at all possible (the 


emphasis is mine). 


If you’re lucky, you might get “bus 
meals,” which come in a small box, 
with the most common contents being 
bologna, drink mix, cookies (made 
in India), crackers, cheese (that will 
never melt; trust me, it’s been tried!), 
bread, and sometimes a package of 


We’ve gotten our meals on styro- 
foam trays on and off through the 


pandemic whenever we have to eat in 
the unit, but bag meals are the most 


common way we receive meals under 


lockdown. There is not much differ- 


ence in them among low, medium or 
high-security facilities. A few of the 
contents can vary, but not by much. 
Before we started getting the hot 
meals, we received bologna for lunch 
and dinner. Illustrated is a log of our 
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meals as it occurred. 


In the prior three days (Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday), we were basi- 
cally served the same breakfast with 
an occasional change in the type of 
fruit. The lunch and dinners were bag 
meals. Sometimes they threw in jelly 
with the peanut butter. There was usu- 
ally plenty of bread, though you never 


knew if it would be white or wheat. 

Most guys try to keep some com- 
missary items in their lockers for 
lockdowns, but it’s the repetitiveness 
of the food that gets to you. 

A lockdown also usually means no 
phone calls, no emails. We are sud- 
denly cut off from friends and family. 
There is no recreation, and we can’t 
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EXPIRED CHEESE SLICE 
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Brian Hindson 


leave the unit except maybe to pick up 
a meal. There is no programming. 

But the biggest thing that gets to a 
person are the meals. 


This story originally appeared in the 
Prison Journalism Project, an online 
publication that is working to bring trans- 
parency to the world of mass incarceration 
from the inside, and training incarcerat- 
ed writers to be journalists, so they can 
participate in the dialogue about criminal 
justice reform. Brian Hindson is an artist 
whose favorite styles of work are impres- 
sionism and pop art. He particularly likes 
pop art for its audacity. His favorite artist 
is Edward Hopper. Brian is currently 
incarcerated in Texas. 


Remembering street musician Anthony Bledsoe 


FIRST-PERSON 
By Ace Backwords 


I just got the word 
that Anthony Bledsoe 
just passed away. In 
his prime he was the 
best street musician 
on Telegraph Avenue. 

A combination of Sly 
Stone and Jimi Hendrix. 
When I was recording 
the Telegraph Avenue 
Street Music CD in 1994, 
Anthony was one of the 
guys that I knew HAD 
to be on it. And some- 
how he managed to 
show up for the record- 
ing session (as street 
people we all lived a 
pretty scattered life and 
it was a miracle that we 
could get it together). 
And he delivered one 
of the best tracks on 

the CD. We did sever- 

‘ al over-dubs to get it 


right... He nailed it... 
Years later, whenever 
Anthony was busking 
on Telegraph and he 
saw me, he’d do an 
impromptu version of 
“White Punks on Dope” 
by the Tubes. Ha ha (it 
was an inside joke be- 
tween us—long story). 
One of my favor- 
ite Anthony Bledsoe 
memories. When I was 
promoting the “Tele- 
graph Street Music” CD 
in 1995, this disc jockey 
at KPFA—the “listen- 
er-sponsored radio 
station” in Berkeley—in- 
vited me and my whole 
crew of crazy street 
musicians to come down 
to the station and doa 
live music show from 
midnight to 4 a.m. He 
might have gotten more 
than he bargained for. 
Of course Anthony 
Bledsoe showed up 


for the show with his 
guitar and his beautiful 
young girlfriend. He 
was on top of his game 
at that point. And we’re 
playing live music over 
the airwaves of the radio 


_ station and being inter- 


viewed and etc. But in 
between songs Anthony 
decided to sneak off to 
the KPFA restroom for 
a smoke break ‘(don’t 
ask me what he was 
smoking, ha ha). Long 
story short, his smoke 
set off the smoke alarm. 
Causing a ruckus. The 
station manager of 
KPFA had to get out of 
bed and show up at the 
station at like two in the 
morning in his pajamas 
to investigate the whole 
911 emergency call. Ha 
ha. Right in the middle 
of our show. 

Needless to say, we 
didn’t get invited back 


for a second show. But 
what did the KPFA 
deejay expect?? Inviting 
a crew of crazy street 
musicians down to the 
station in the middle of 
the night? 

I still have cassette 
tape recordings of that 
four-hour show (record- 
ed right from the board 
of the radio station so 
it’s excellent recording 
quality). Another tape 
I'd like to listen again 
some day. From 1995. 
RIP Anthony Bledsoe. 


Ace Backwords is a 
homeless writer and artist 
who lives in Berkeley, 
California. You can find — 
more of his writing on his 
blog, acebackwordsphotos. 
wordpress.com. 


Courtesy of Ace Backwords 


Bledsoe, a talented street musician who was well 
known amongst the 1990s Telegraph Ave street 
scene, died in 2021. 
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€ROSSWORD By Jonathan Chiu | Edited by Alastair Boone 


Across 


1. Designer Jacobs 

5. Deception 

8. End of radio program (acronym) 

11. Capital is Columbus 

12. Seller listing, when haggling 

13. SF D.A. Boudin 

16. Regional sports network owned by the 
Baltimore Orioles and Washington Nationals 
17. Type of machine at a casino 

18. It has layers 

19. UC Bay Area school and city 

21. Marvel character with claws 

22. Small water buffalo 

23. Director Roth 

25. Tourist attraction in the Bay 

29. Sushi fish 

32. Solid earth material 
33. Shed tears 

BA ON Mae funk” 

37. Starbucks order size 
39. Al Green’s “._. la la” 
41. Confine to a bay 

42. Marbles 

44. Segregate d cookie 
46. Part of body responsible for breathing (abbr.) 
47, Stain 

48. City in Conta Costra County 


51. Letters frequently seen on NY buses 
52. A sloppily-written Roman numeral 
53. Soccer stadium, e.g. 

57. City bordering Dublin, CA 

61. Printer’s necessity 


62. To sign up for a college course, online 
63. Signal 

65. Camry, Accord, or Malibu 

66. British climbing equipment brand 
67... _and ends 

68. Bravo! (Spanish) 

69. Utter 

70. Behind 


Down 


1. CBS canceled comedy series 

2. Famous fictional captain 

3. What dough does 

4. Famous author Joseph 

5. Hodgepodge art pieces 

6. Woodwind instrunment 

7. Someday soon 

8. Gut-busting bacteria 

9. Damn! 

10. Pizza dough 

14. FX show about motorcycle gang (abbr.) 
Arbor 
17. Australian tennis player 
20. Aha! 

24. Romanian monetary unit 
25. Official bodies (abbr.) 

26. Mountain nymph 


15. College town ___ 
Mendez 


27. Comedian Bruce 

28. Book by Andrew Mar 

29. Pecuniary teller 

30. White House architect 

31. “Gimme” 

35. City in Arizona and Illinois 

36. Common stock listing 

38. To do with a shoelace 

40. Iffy directions 

43. Still 

45. Online database for aviary vertebrates 
49. Used in most tech devices 

50. Shoot towards 

51. French river near a WWII battle 
53. Cadillac model 

54. Fish eggs, 

55. Within, medically 

56. Chappelle Show co-creator Brennan 
58. A teeny tiny battery 

59 Yeu searre 

60. Zilch 

64. Test at a crime scene (abbr.) 


In 2022, we are going to start running letters 
to the Editor. If you have thoughts about an 
article or a topic you read about in Street Spir- 
it, we want to know! 


When necessary, your letter may be lightly 
edited for space, clarity, or spelling and gram- 
mar. Not all letters will be published, but each 
will be read. 


Letters that contain hateful, anti-homeless _ 
language—or those that are otherwise hateful 
to members of marginalized groups—will not 
be considered. 


1 oe l chee, a \ 


Letters to the Editor 


Please submit letters of 200 words or fewer. 
Send them via email to : letters@youthspiri- 
tartworks.org 


You may also mail us your reflections. Mailed 
letters can be sent to: 


Youth Spirit Artworks 
c/o Street Spirit Editor 
1740 Alcatraz Avenue 
Berkeley CA, 94703 


We look forward to hearing from you! 
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Horoscopes 


Divined by Boudia Crow Lafleur 


The horoscopes below are going to be mani- 
fested through my skill of divination which will 
involve the usage of my oracle cards. If these 
readings do resonate with you, that is awesome. 
If they do not, that is fine as well. It is your 
journey, and it is up to you to create the paths 


needed to survive this capitalist and colonialist 
world we all live in, and to be able to thrive in a 


new world created outside these systems of op- 
pression. Have a wonderful month and disman- 
tle the settler-colonial state! Happy New Year! 


Aries (March 21 to April 19): This month is a 
time for you to investigate your deepest fears and 
worries. There is a simplicity around how we inter- 
act with our own fears and how other people will 
perceive us. It’s all about the fear of the unknown. 
There is also strength in recognizing those fears and 
then beginning the process of working on yourself. 
There will be times where you will feel lost and that 
is ok. Take your time with these vulnerable mo- 
ments in your life. This is only the beginning of a 
new journey that you will never forget. 


Taurus (April 20 to May 20): This month is a time 
where you recognize your strengths and achieve- 
ments, and honor them all together. Honor the 
multiple realities that exist within and outside your 
plane of existence and your sense of comprehension. 
Expand your horizons to explore and learn about 
your own boundaries. Consensually welcome any 
opportunity to explore desire and connection with 
other people in your life. This is your inner Taurus 
calling out to you. Remember to also honor your 
body, mind, and spirit as they are the indicators of 
sensing the world around you. 


Gemini (May 21 to June 21): This month is a time 
where your commitment to creativity and survival 
is being tested on Mother Earth. There will be a 
sense of getting to know your warrior spirit, and 
there will be times of stress that started to gain 
momentum last year. It will be a time to honor your 
creativity, your existence, and your strength to build 
anew world where you have the freedom to rest 
and feel at peace with the ecosystem around you. 


Cancer (June 22 to July 22): This month is a 
wonderful time to acknowledge that you are good 
enough and that you deserve love, compassion, and 
respect. This month might contain intense moments 
for you. You will move forward through those mo- 


Horoscopes continue on page 11 
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Horoscopes from page 10 


_ ments, even when it is rough. Adaptation to change 
is key. Be kind to yourself. Acknowledge what you 
need, especially what you need to release. Take your 
time. This too shall pass. Honor the Cancer babe in 
you. | 


Leo July 23 to August 22): This month is the be- 
ginning of a series of complex cycles. They can stem 
from your passions, or your relationships with kin. 
It may not be flexible as there will be more difficult 
obstacles to confront starting this year. The way 
to overcome these struggles is to know what you 
would do if things hit the fan. It is all up to you. . 


Virgo (August 23 to September 22): This month is 
a good time to make important decisions around an- 
cestral knowledge and how it can be shared. There 
is knowledge from the past that has been passed 
down from generation to generation and it is time to 
honor that. Honor the vision of preserving ancestral 
knowledge. There is a sense that you have been 
struggling in this journey. I can assure you that the 
struggle will reach closure soon. 


Libra (September 23 to October 22): This is a 
good month to find the time to meditate on what 
your vessel needs. This month is the end of a rough 
cycle, so rest your spirit, which is full of passion. 
Expand on the health of your vessel and embrace 
the multi-faceted spirit within you. 


Scorpio (October 23 to November 22): This 
month is all about ebbs and flows. There will be 
difficulties around feeling motivated to practice rest 
and reflection. Communication will be an essen- 
tial part of surviving this capitalist and colonialist 
world that exists to hurt your spirit. Communicate 
your needs and wants, honor yourself and the beau- 
ty that emanates from you, and once you practice 
this, there will be powerful change soon for you and 
your community. You are close to that goal. We all 
will get there. 


Sagittarius (November 23 to December 21): This 
month is a good time to build the confidence to 


connect with your ancestors. You might have to face 
difficullics regarding your sexuality. Ore sugges- 


tion around that would be to dismantle the purity 
culture that you have internalized in the past. There 
will also be moments of regret about how you have 
navigated boundaries and consent. Your ancestors 
will be the ones to guide you through your explo- 
ration of sexuality, relationships, and love for your 
kin. 


Capricorn (December 22 to January 19): This 
month is a good time to gain momentum on work- 
ing on your fears and your psyche. This month also 
brings the end of old relationships and the begin- 
ning of new relationships. Now is the time for you — 
to honor the people that come into your life. 


Aquarius (January 20 to February 18): This month 
is a good time to explore your sense of spirituality 
in your everyday life. Make some changes to your 
habits that might align with your ancestral spiritual- 
ity. Also, there might be times where it is hard to be 
open to other people and be confident about sharing 
your emotions. You can always have the choice to 
take time for yourself if needed, it’s all about being 
bold enough to be honest and vulnerable with your 
emotions. Then you just need to make the first 
moves. 


~ Pisces (February 19 to March 20): This is a good 
month to accept powerful change in your confi- 
dence and strengths. It’s also a good time to expand 
on your creativity. A good tip would be to consider 
ending old habits that distract you from your goals 
around creativity. Your art will help you awaken 
something within you to act for your community. 


Boudia Crow Lafleur ts a diviner and artist of Michif and 
European ancestry who is based in the East Bay. They use 
they/them pronouns and don’t identify with the colonial 
gender binary. Their Sun is at Taurus, their Moon is at 
Taurus, and their Rising is at Cancer. If you're interested 
in getting private divination sessions with them, message 
them on Instagram: @punkwitchdiviner or Facebook: 
Punk Witch Diviner. Art by Simone and Talia Rotman. 
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People all over the country gathered to celebrate Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day on December 21. 


‘We don't acknowledge a lot of these lives’ 


facilities to include de- 
tails about an individu- 
al’s housing status when 


Too many from page 2 


been permanently 


housed within the past __ they die, county workers 
three years, also died told Street Spirit. 
during their period of According to the 
study. representative from . 
Additionally, from the California Depart- 
2018-2020, there were ment of Public Health 
599 deaths of people (CDPH), the California 
who had recently doc- Health and Safety Code 


contains the contents of 
a death certificate, which 
includes the residential 
address of the deceased. 
“The lack of a residential 


umented experiences 
of homelessness but for 
whom the county could 
not confirm a housing 
status at their time of 


death. address, such as when a 
Back in September, decedent is experiencing 
Modersbach told Street homelessness, can be 


entered as free text in 
the residential address 
fields on the death 
certificate,” they wrote 
in an email. CDPH is 
currently working on 
adding a checkbox to 
indicate homelessness 
in their electronic death 
registration system. 
“There is not currently 
an estimate as to when 
that enhancement will 
be deployed,” the repre- 
sentative wrote. 

The new data un- 


Spirit that his vision is 
for this data not just to 
be released periodically 


by the county, but to 
create a Community / 


County Homeless Mor- 
tality Task Force, with 
participation from mem- 
bers of the public. This 
task force would deter- 
mine what information 
is most important for 
the public to know, and 
steer future versions of 
this reporting. 

While the official 


mortality report has covered by ACHCH is 
not been released, the shocking, and further 
preliminary numbers highlighted the impor- 


tance of community 
mourning during the 
homeless persons’ me- 
morial event on the 21st. 
Dr. Danielle Williams, 
a family medicine phy- 
sician, sees patients in 
East Oakland as medical 
director for the street 
outreach team for Roots 
Community Health Cen- 


released at Tuesday’s 
memorial revealed the 
leading cause of death 
for unhoused people 
was overdose, causing 
about one-quarter of all 
fatalities. 

From 2018 to 2020, 59 
unhoused people were 
the victims of homi- 
cides, and at least 35 
died by suicide. 

“We know that people 
who are unhoused have 
a life expectancy that is 
30 years less than those 
who are housed,” noted 
Dr. Aislinn Bird, psy- 
chiatrist with Alameda 
County Healthcare for 
the Homeless. “This 
directly shows how 
housing is healthcare.” 

This difficult, manual 
process for recording 
homeless data could be 
streamlined if the state 
of California, and spe- 
cifically the California 
Department of Public. 
Health, required all 
reporting agencies and 


ter, known as STOMP 
(Street Team Outreach 
Medical Program). 

During the memorial, 
Dr. Williams recalled. 
a Roots patient who 
passed away this year. 
Dr. Williams had just 
learned that the patient, 
who was unhoused, was 
accepted into the Safer 
Ground program for 
people who are excep- 
tionally vulnerable to 
COVID, and would be 
offered housing. When 
Roots looked for the pa- 
tient to let them know, 
they found out the 
person had died days 
before. 

“1 feel like we don’t 


acknowledge a lot of 
these lives,” Williams 


told the memorial au- 
dience. “Our days are 
very busy, and we just 
hear about it, and then 
we just kind of continue 
to press on. But these 
lives definitely deserve 
mention. 

“Let us keep fighting 
to house the homeless,” 
Williams said. 

Melissa Moore is a 
street outreach worker 
with Tiburcio Vasquez 
Health Center and a 
survivor of homeless- 
ness. She formerly lived 
at a curbside community 
at 580/ Grove in Cas- 
tro Valley. Moore said 
she had lost nearly 20 
unsheltered friends and 
acquaintances over the 
last year. As she spoke at 
the memorial, she began 


to weep. “One name is 
too many,” she pleaded. 
A stranger entered the 
video frame and held 
her in a long hug. 

“Never forget why we 
do what we do,” Moore 
urged. “We lose some 
battles. We also achieve 
big wins. 

“Moving forward we 
need to push harder 
and go the extra mile 
for change to happen, in 
order to remember those 
who have left us this 
year. They deserve bet- 
ter, and in their memory, 
we can do better.” 

The video meeting 
platform on which the 
memorial took place, 
Zoom, is not always 
accessible for unhoused 
people. It requires 
internet access and uses 
lots of battery power on 
a phone. But a video of 
the 2021 memorial has 
been archived and is 
available on the Ala- 
meda County Health- 
care for the Homeless 
YouTube page for those 
who wish to watch. 

Alameda ‘County 
Healthcare for the 
Homeless will also be 
holding a celebration in 
June, during the sum- 
mer solstice, celebrating 


- the resilience of un- 


housed people. 


Ariel Boone is a freelance 
journalist and reporter for 
KPFA Radio. 
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Oakland, CA—City to apply 


for $120 million in funds for 


homeless housing 


Oakland plans to apply for $120 million in state 
funds that, if granted, would create more than 132 
permanently affordable units in several projects and 
34 units of transitional shelter for formerly homeless 
people. This new housing would open by next fall, 
The San Francisco Chronicle reports. 

The funds will be put toward several projects that 
acquire and rehabilitate motels, hotels, hostels or 
other buildings to create permanent housing that 
will have wraparound services for the homeless. 

In addition, the city might acquire the Radisson 
Hotel in East Oakland with 287 permanent units 
for the chronically homeless if it can find additional 
operating funding. 

The state funding program, Project Homekey, 
allows cities to purchase hotels and motels and con- 
vert them into permanent homeless housing. The 
idea is to create housing quickly and keep costs low 


" compared to ground-up construction. 


Oakland, CA—City will open new safe 
parking lot near couse for RV 
dwellers 


Street Spirit 


January 2022 


Cut from the archive: our January cover 


Note from page 3 


ber, our cover story looked at 
Berkeley’s recent push to enforce 
parking laws that make it illegal 
for those who live in vehicles to 
park in certain commercial areas 
of the city. These laws also pro- 
hibit parking an RV on any city 
street overnight. Swap out a few 
details and the story is the same: 
Berkeley policy continues to crim- 


inalize poverty while thousands 


sleep outside. 


In the 27 years since the first 
issue of Street Spirit was pub- 
lished, the number of unhoused 
people in the Bay Area has only 
grown. These long-standing 
laws are intended to banish poor 
people to the margins where they 
will not be seen. They have never 
worked, and instead have caused 
the crisis of homelessness to 
grow. Now, it cannot be ignored. 
The margins are crammed full of 
tarps and tents. Industrial areas 
have become safe havens for RVs 


Alastair Boone 


A segment of our growing Street Spirit archive. 


city streets. 


and vehicle homes. People are 
sleeping and surviving on busy 


The cover of this issue is in- 
tended to capture that cause and 
effect. The images you see were 
cut from old issues of this news- 
paper spanning decades, the ear- 
liest from 1999 and the latest from 
just last month. As time continues 
to roll and we pass the same bad 
policies, we only burrow deeper 
into this crisis. The presence of 


houseless people will remain. As 
I cut images of tents from decades 


past, this reality was overwhelm- 


ing: new year, still here. 

May 2022 bring the will to ac- 
knowledge this reality, and push 
for the policies we know will 
enact change. 


Alastair Boone is the Editor in Chief 
of Street Spirit. 


10 ways you can support our work 


10 ways from page 8 - about specific issues. one month of contribu- Stop and talk to your 
A city-owned parking lot near the Oakland eS ee a: Home visit ae tor spends for writers neighborhood vendor. 
Coliseum is set to become the next “safe parking BEES pees pee Spirit Artworks’ Shan- and illustrators. $100 Introduce yourself, and 
site” for some of the hundreds of people who live in hit had oe eek ice Kiel Gallery space contributes to the cost let the vendor know 
RVs or other vehicles in the city, the Mercury News wide audience. If you at 3324 Adeline Street of gear for vendors, what you like and don’t 


reports. 
At the end of December, the City Council ap- 


proved spending $1.74 million to open the site at 
796 66th Ave, which could accommodate up to 150 


vehicles—though the current plan does not speci- 
fy the timeline for opening the site, or how many 
vehicles will be allowed at the start. The site will 
provide toilets and water. Priority will be given to 
those who resided in Oakland before losing stable 
housing. 

People using the site will be charged a sliding 
fee—still to be determined by staff—based on their 
income. 


San Francisco, CA—Supervisors 
approve mayor breed’s tenderloin 
district state of emergency 


After hours of heated debate, the San Francisco 
Board of Supervisors voted overwhelmingly to 
approve Mayor London Breed’s proposed state of 
emergency for the city’s Tenderloin District, KPIX 
reports. 

The plan includes a dramatic increase in the num- 
ber of police officers patrolling the neighborhood, 
which drew harsh criticism. But 8 of 10 supervisors 
voted in favor of the plan. 

The vote also authorizes a new service center for 
drug addiction and housing services. The mayor 
also said she wants to open a safe injection site, 
and claimed that doing all of this quickly required 
declaring a state of emergency and a yes vote from 
the board. 


San Francisco, CA—COVID-19 
outbreak reported at SF homeless 
shelter 


In the final days of December, the San Francisco 
Department of Public Health (GFDPH) was monitor- 
ing a large COVID outbreak at the Division Circle 
Navigation Center in the Mission District, KRON4 


read something you 
hate, write to us about it! 
We’re launching a Let- 
ters to the Editor column 
and we want to publish 
your opinions (details 
below). 


5. Write the mayor 
and your city coun- 
cil person. Tell them 
homeless people are not 
to blame for homeless- 
ness, and that every- 
one deserves a safe 
place to call home. Tell 
them that you support 
progressive housing 
policies. Keep your eyes 
on our pages for op- 
portunities to speak up 


in Berkeley. Check out 
one of their upcom- 
ing exhibits, or buy a 
piece of artwork made 
by the talented youth 
participants of YSA’s 
art and jobs training 
program. Your purchase 
will support the youth 
artist and YSA—which, 
in turn, will help Street 
Spirit thrive. 

3. Give a one-time 
donation to Street Spirit. 
$1,450 covers the cost 
of printing the paper 
for one month. $500 
supports our vendor 


‘coordinator and vendor 


program. $250 suports 


such as hats and vests 
to keep warm. $50 


contributes to the cost 
of bus passes for Street 
Spirit vendors as well as 
YSA youth. Give online 
at www.youthspiritart- 
works.org/donate. 

2. Sign up to give a 
recurring donation. 
We don’t run ads—we 
never have. We are 
supported by members 
of our community with 
a dollar to spare. Sign 
up to give a recurring 
donation online at www. 
youthspiritartworks.org/ 
donate. 

ils 


like about the newspa- 
per. Stay engaged and 


help uc build communi- 
ty. Street Spirit provides 
a safe place for indi- 
viduals to engage with 
people on the streets in 
a positive way. 

We deeply appreciate 
your readership and 
support of our vendors. 
We hope to see you out 
there in the world one 
day very soon. 


Alastair Boone is the 
Editor in Chief of Street 
Spirit. 


NK YOU! 


‘Street Spirit i isa group effort. We Hie a very a 
small staff, but each issue contains — _ 
invaluable volunteer help from our “friends - 


and ee members. Such as: 


Gemma Séarte fork inspiring the Street 
_ Spirit archive project and vo to make it : 


— | . 


“Ariel Boone: for finishing their story) in ‘free- _ 
_ izing we ther betwe oe eyelashes . 


Cam McCuskey 1 for i crower prowess 
and emotional i topo via i wheat biscuits | 
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Mone PEOPLE WE LIKE: 


And a member of the 
International Network of 
Street Newspapers (INSP.ngo) 


reports. 

While SFDPH has yet to confirm a total number of 
cases, there are reports that it could be as high as 50. 
According to the department, many of those who 
tested positive are asymptomatic, while others are 


Street Spirit is a publication of 
. - Youth Spirit Artworks 
“Boudia Craw. Lafleur for widne oneal” 
_ horoscopes to ee in these pages each - 
: oF : _ international 
— oe Hetwork of 

: Street Papers 
We couldn t do it without youl 


experiencing mild symptoms. 


